
Granite City School District FAQ’s for Return to Learn  
Spring 2021 

 
 

      1. What happens when a student tests positive for COVID-19?   
 

a. If a student or staff member tests positive for COVID-19, they will need to stay home for 
at least 10 days from the onset of symptoms and for 24 hours with no fever or 
fever-reducing medication and improvement of symptoms.  

b. If a student has someone in their household that tests positive for COVID-19, the student 
will need to stay home for 14 days after the last exposure to the COVID-19 case. This 
could be a total of 24 days. (For example: If a household member tests positive and is 
unable to properly social distance, the 14 day close contact begins after the 10th day, 
which is the last exposure day of the positive case)  

c. All “close contacts” will be notified and quarantined for 14 days. Any student or staff 
member that has been in close contact with someone who is COVID positive will remain 
in quarantine for 14 days, even if their COVID test is negative. Siblings of the close 
contact do not need to self-quarantine unless they develop symptoms, or if the person 
identified as the close contact develops COVID-19.  
 

      2. What happens if a student tests negative for COVID-19 Test?  
 

a. If a student has COVID-19 symptoms and had a negative COVID-19 test, the student will 
need to stay home until symptoms have improved or resolved, per the return to school 
criteria for diagnosed condition. Students will need to provide a negative COVID-19 test 
result and healthcare provider’s note indicating the negative test result. 

 
     3. What about students with COVID-19 symptoms, but have alternative diagnoses? 
 

a. The student is required to stay home until symptoms have improved or resolved per 
return-to-school criteria for diagnosed condition. The student will need a healthcare 
provider’s note with alternative diagnosis in order to return.  

 
     4. My child was sent home for 14 days due to “Close Contact” - What is close contact? 
 
     A student who is considered to be “Close Contact” is a student that has been within 6 feet of 
     a symptomatic student for at least 15 minutes cumulatively, while the individual was  
     infectious. Close contact could result from student contact in the classroom, or on the bus. 
  

  



5. School Visitors  
 

a. Due to the safety and well-being of our students and staff, visitors will enter the front 
doors and remain in the vestibule where they can sign-in. Visitors will communicate with 
the building secretary or administrator through the intercom. Please know that all visitors 
must wear a mask and provide a valid photo ID if they are dismissing their child.  Any 
student being dismissed will be brought to their parent, in the vestibule, for dismissal. 

  
      6. What is an isolation room and when are students placed there?   
 

Isolation rooms are located in every Granite City School District building and will be 
monitored by a school district employee. Students will be sent to the isolation room if they 
exhibit one of the following symptoms such as: fever (or temperature of 100.4 or higher), 
new onset of moderate to severe headache, shortness of breath, new cough, sore 
throat, vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal pain from unknown cause, new 
congestion/runny nose, new loss of sense of taste or smell, nausea, fatigue from 
unknown cause, muscle or body aches. 
 
Students will be sent to the isolation room if they are considered “close contact.” Students 
will be sent to the isolation room if they arrive at school and have a temperature of 100.4 or 
higher. Students will be sent to the isolation room if their sibling from another school has 
been sent to the isolation room at their school, due to having COVID-19 symptoms. 
Students who are sent to the isolation room will remain there until their parent arrives to pick 
them up. Students will be isolated from one another while in the isolation room (all isolation 
rooms have separate areas, so students are not sharing the same space in the isolation 
room).  
 
All students visiting the isolation room will be tracked by the nurse and traced for 
students/staff who have been in close contact with them. This information will be used to 
determine the return date for students.  

 


